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conversations has been interestingly told by the intermedi-
ary in question, Colonel Repington, the military corre-
spondent of the London Times.179 Although Anglo-German
tension was relaxed at the moment and there seemed to be
a prospect of better relations between the two countries,180
Colonel Repington wrote an alarm article in the Times of
December 27, which gave a warning of what he supposed
to be Germany's threatening intentions. Next day, in re-
sponse to it, he received a visit from Major Huguet, the
French Military Attache, dined with him, and was told that
the French Embassy people were greatly worried about the
general situation. Sir Edward Grey, who had just taken
over the Foreign Office, had not renewed the assurances
given by Lord Lansdowne, and M. Cambon was at the mo-
ment absent in France. Major Huguet said he knew the
British navy was ready, and he trusted it, but he did not
know what it would do to cooperate in case of trouble.
The French Army also was ready, but he feared the Ger-
mans might attack suddenly, probably through Belgium.
He therefore wanted the British to stiffen the Belgians,
if war came. Colonel Repington at once reported this by
letter to Sir Edward Grey. A couple of days later he dis-
cussed the whole situation at dinner with Sir John Fisher,
who said he had perfect confidence in the navy and was
prepared to order it to go wherever it might be required.
On New Year's Day Repington received the reply from
Grey: "I am interested to hear of yotir conversation with
the French Military Attache. I can only say that I have
not receded from anything Lord Lansdowne said to the
French, and have no hesitation in affirming it." 1S1 Colonel
Repington then dined with General Grierson, Head of the
Operations Bureau, who told him that, on the assumption
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